I. INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY
Islam has started in Asia which explains why more than two-thirds of World Muslim population resides in this continent. The aim of this paper is to track the change of the Muslim population in Asia since 1950. Accordingly, the results of this paper reveal that while the total Asian population increased from 744 million in 1870, to 1.4 billion in 1950, to 4.7 billion by 2020. The percentage of Muslims in Asia increased from 18% in 1870, to 23% in 1950, to 31% by 2020, which amounts to more than one percentage point per decade.
Our results are summarized in tables and a superscript number is put by a country name representing the source of the percentages. A "(year)" sign is put next to this number to indicate that the source bases its estimate on official census data and the year the census was conducted. Percentage values are based on the latest available census and reliable estimates. Official censuses were considered in this study to be the most reliable; although official censuses are usually challenged by minorities, whether Muslims or not, claiming that their number is underestimated for various reasons. However, these claims tend to be based on emotions and wishful thinking and not on scientific facts. In addition, residents who are not citizens are not counted in many religious and ethnic censuses. While typically non-citizens do not influence the political life in a country, they do help in establishing and maintaining various religious facilities and activities. Thus, it makes sense to include them in an estimate that inquires about adherents of a certain religion in a country.
However, not all censuses inquire on religious adherence, nor are held regularly. Thus, our second source of estimates is Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) that include data on religion. When no census or Survey is available, we resort to other estimates from reliable sources.
H. Kettani is with the Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering and Computer Science, Polytechnic University of Puerto Rico, San Juan, Puerto Rico, USA. E-Mail: hkettani@pupr.edu
The total population estimate for each country and the corresponding annual population growth rate (APGR) since 1950 are based on [UNP] . An estimate for the Muslims demographics in the decennial estimates based on these growth rates.
We divided Asia into eight regions; the data for each is included in a separate section, and are sorted in terms of the percentage of Muslims in descending order. These regions are the Arabian Peninsula (Section 2), East Near East (Section 3), West Near East (Section 4), Central Asia (Section 5), the Malay Archipelago (Section 6), the Indian Subcontinent (Section 7), the Far East (Section 8) and Indochina (Section 9). The country of Russia was not included in Asia as most of its population lives in the European side of the country, although most of its territory is in Asia. Section 10 presents a summary of the data for the whole continent.
II. MUSLIMS IN THE ARABIAN PENINSULA
Islam has started in this region, so it comes as no surprise that this region has the highest concentration of Muslims. This region consists of seven countries: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. The total population of this region increased from 3 million in 1870, to 8 million in 1950, to 85 million by 2020. The related percentage of Muslims in this region decreased from 99% in 1870 to 98% in 1950 to 94% by 2020. The corresponding individual data for each country in this region is discussed below and summarized in Table 2 Table 5 .
5.1. Afghanistan: According to the 1979 census, the Muslim population was 13,020,810 or 99.77% of the total 
